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FOUR VINCENTIAN 
students at the University 
of the West Indies (UWI) 
Global Campus (St Vin-
cent) are beneficiaries of 
the 23rd Mustique Chari-
table Trust (MCT) bursa-
ry awards programme. 

The awardees for the 
2023/24 academic year 
are Okieve Graham - BSc 
Marketing; Juliette James 
- BEd Educational Lead-
ership and Management; 
Jolisa Primus - BEd Early 
Childhood Development 
and Family Studies and 
Leroy Walker - BSc Sport 
Leadership and Manage-
ment. 

The four bursary 
awardees will join the ex-
isting cohort of 11 students 
who are currently pursu-
ing studies at the Global 
Campus with the sponsor-
ship of the MCT, which 
started the bursary awards 
programme in 2010.

Camille Lakhram, offi-
cer-in-charge at the UWI 
Global Campus, while 
addressing the awards 
ceremony last Friday, 
October 6 said the MCT 
bursary was “one of the 
best bursaries” to have, 
adding “... we at the UWI 
Global Campus, recognise 
the many persons who lack 
financial resources and to 

this end we partnered with 
MCT in 2009.”

The partnership was 
made with the hope of 
giving persons the oppor-
tunity to obtain their goals 
at the university. Lakh-
ram reminded students to 
“remain resolute in your 
pursuit of a higher educa-
tion and the transforma-
tive effects this attainment 
can have on your future 
prospects.” 

She also spoke of the 
university’s mentorship 
programme which is 
geared at providing a 
confidential environment 
for students who may be 
facing challenges, so that 
they can be assisted before 
the challenge becomes a 
problem that affects the 
student’s academic prog-
ress.

The mentorship pro-
gramme is part of the bur-
sary award, which covers 
60 per cent of the student’s 
academic fees. The bur-
sary recipients, who must 
maintain a GPA of 2.0, 
will also be given a laptop 
which they can keep. 

The 2022/23 graduating 
class included six MCT 
bursary recipients, the 
largest group since incep-
tion of the programme. 
Five of the students 

obtained first class hon-
ours and one was awarded 
second class honours. 

Since inception of the 
programme, the Must-

ique Charitable Trust has 
supported a total of 28 
graduates, 15 of whom 
were awarded first class 
honours, 12 second class 

honours and one received 
a certificate. 

Dularie Malcolm, Ad-
ministrative Director of 
the Mustique Charitable 

Trust also gave brief re-
marks at the presentation 
ceremony.

THE ST VINCENT AND 
the Grenadines Commu-
nity College (SVGCC) is 
undergoing restructuring, 
which will see upgrades 
and additions to the pro-
grammes being offered. 

This according to Prime 
Minister Dr Ralph Gon-
salves who, speaking on 
WE FM’s Issue at Hand 
programme on Sunday Oc-
tober 8, said the SVGCC is 
“on a never-ending mis-
sion” to improve the quality 
of persons who teach at the 
SVGCC and as a result, 
there are more persons with 
PHDs and Masters lectur-
ing there.

Gonsalves said agree-
ments have been signed 
with Morocco, Cuba, and 
Taiwan as he wants the 
faculty to include not only 

Vincentians, but other 
nationalities that bring 
different ways of training, 
different ideas and cultures.

He said that this does not 
mean that existing lectur-
ers are going to lose their 
jobs, but what it means is 
that the SVGCC will be 
strengthened by personnel 
that will include visiting 
professors and full time 
staff. 

“In addition to the 
central administration you 
have, the reforms which are 
being proposed and which 
we have to further refine, 
I have given blessings for 
their exploration now on 
the technical level and 
they are having a meeting 
this week…,” Gonsalves 
explained.

He said numbers have to 

be finalized by Cabinet and 
instead of having a school 
for only nursing education, 
it would be called a faculty 
for health sciences, where 
students can pursue studies 
in pharmacology and other 
health related areas.

“Instead of having the 
technical vocational edu-
cation division, we want to 
conceptualize that in terms 
of a faculty of technology, 
engineering and innovation.

“Instead of the teachers 
division, we call it a faculty 
of education, instead of the 
division of arts and general 
studies, we call it a faculty 
of sciences and liberal arts, 
and we set up an institute 
of hospitality studies and 
culinary arts which would 
involve incidentally, the pri-
vate sector too, because we 

want to have the hospitality 
and maritime institute to be 
managed properly by an en-
tity which involves private 
sector inputs,” the Prime 
Minister explained.

He noted also that they 
are hoping to have a centre 
of general and continuing 
education that would in-
volve a setup called ‘entre-
preneurship and innovation 
and industry services unit’, 
that works with the private 
sector.

“Once we do that, we 
have to ask the question 
whether we don’t have to 
incorporate…adult and 
continuing education, 
because there would be a 
lot of duplication so we can 
save the duplication,” Gon-
salves said, while noting 
that the persons enrolled 

in adult and continuing 
education can have even 
further advancement.

Government is hoping to 
begin the process, starting 
with the upcoming bud-
get, and has already had a 
discussion with the solicitor 
general and a drafter as 
changes would have to be 
made to the law.

“I am telling you these 
things because you are not 
hearing these ideas coming 
from persons other than the 
government,” Gonsalves 
said.

It was also noted that this 
year, government will award 
65 national scholarships, 
national exhibitions, special 
awards and bursaries.

The Prime Minister said 
25 of the 65 persons have 
academic scores in their 

various programs of 80 
per cent or over and those 
persons will receive national 
scholarships.

“Last year we didn’t have 
that number,” the Prime 
Minister told listeners. He 
noted that for the first time 
this year, a student from 
one of the Associate Degree 
programs, paralegal studies, 
will receive a national 
scholarship and can now do 
a three-year law degree as 
she has the requisite entry 
requirements.

Gonsalves said this must 
be noted as the opposition 
New Democratic Party 
(NDP) has in the past, crit-
icized the Associate Degree 
programs.

SVG Community College to upgrade and widen programme offerings

Four students 
receive UWI 
bursaries 
from MCT

OKIEVE GRAHAM receiving award from Dularie 
Malcolm

JULIETTE JAMES receiving award from Dularie 
Malcolm

LEROY WALKER receiving award from Dularie Malcolm

JOLISA PRIMUS receiving award from Dularie 
Malcolm
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