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effectively is a key part 

of emotional intelligence. 
Regulating emotions, re-
sponding appropriately and 
responding to the emotions 
of others are all important 
aspects of emotional man-
agement.

I would like to encourage 
everyone to be empathetic 
and make it their personal 

and professional business 
to demonstrate kindness to 
others. It is important that 
we maintain the integrity of 
our interpersonal relation-
ships by showing respect 
to each other; use tact in 
expressing opinions which 
are not popular and under-
stand that there is a time 
and place for everything 
under the sun.

Emotional Intelligence… 
Is it needed?

HEADSTART, a well-
known pre-school, recently 
marked its 43rd year of 
independence in style. 
The school held a series 
of events that not only 
highlighted the significance 
of this milestone but also 
immersed the children in 
the rich local culture of St 
Vincent and the Grenadines 
(SVG).

The festivities com-
menced with an eye-open-
ing visit to the local 
vegetable market. Here, the 
children had the unique 
opportunity to connect 
with the community and 
experience an array of 
produce grown right in 
their neighborhood. From 
vibrant fruits to verdant 
vegetables, they indulged in 
a sensory journey through 
the region’s agricultural 
offerings.

Adding a taste of local 
flavour to the celebration, 
the young ones engaged in 
a delightful taste test of in-
digenous fruits. This hands-
on experience allowed them 
to appreciate the diverse 
and delicious bounty that 
the island has to offer. The 
children’s enthusiasm for 
this activity was palpable, 
making it a memorable part 
of the celebration.

One of the highlights 
of the celebration was the 
art exhibition titled “In-
ward Hunger,” graciously 
sponsored by Joyette and 
Peters. This exhibition 
showcased the talents of 
local artists whose paintings 
adorned the walls, leaving a 

lasting impression on both 
the young and old attend-
ees. The children took the 
opportunity to express their 
opinions and appreciation 
to the generous host, Gary 
Peters.

On October 25, Head-
start Preschool’s annual 
exhibition came into full 
swing, providing a plat-
form for the students to 
showcase their creativity 
and ingenuity. The exhibits 
were diverse, ranging from 
mobiles and erupting vol-
canoes to intricate jewelry, 
artwork, and posters, each 
depicting a facet of Vincen-
tian culture. This impressive 
display was a testament to 
the collaborative efforts 

of the children and their 
supportive parents.

Headstart’s commitment 
to fostering an “everything 
Vincy” awareness was 
evident throughout the 
celebration. The school 
plans to further enrich 
the children’s cultural 
education by organizing a 
day on a farm, where they 
can learn first hand about 
agriculture and the source 
of their local produce. 
Additionally, a visit to the 
petroglyphs will allow them 
to connect with the island’s 
indigenous history, making 
for a well-rounded cultural 
education.

Games like marbles, 
ground dodge, and more 

were enjoyed by the chil-
dren, ensuring that the cel-
ebration was both fun and 
educational. These activities 
encourage the preservation 
of traditional games that 
hold historical and cultural 
significance.

Headstart’s 43rd-anniver-
sary celebration was a re-
sounding success, achieving 
its goal of immersing the 
children in the rich cultural 
tapestry of SVG. As the 
school looks forward to the 
future, it remains dedicated 
to fostering a deep appreci-
ation for everything Vincy 
among its students, keeping 
the spirit of independence 
alive for generations to 
come.

Headstart pre-school 
celebrates 44 years of 
SVG’s Independence

PRINCIPAL LAVINIA FRANCIS and another teacher with some of the children of 
the Headstart Pre-School at La Vue Hotel.

ROGER PRITCHARD, Chairman of the Mustique Chari-
table Trust has highlighted the work of SEARCHLIGHT 
in reporting the sentiments of residents who were recently 
given houses at Orange Hill.

Pritchard made his comments on Thursday October 
26, as he delivered remarks during the distribution of 20 
houses at Sandy Bay.

The Mustique Charitable Trust funded the construction 
of the houses at Orange Hill and Sandy Bay.

The Chairman said he was happy to have read “a nice 
article” in SEARCHLIGHT which featured two of the 
new home owners in Orange Hill.

On Tuesday September 26, government handed over 
the keys to 21 houses at Orange Hill, which were built in 
conjunction with the Mustique Charitable Trust.

The houses at Orange Hill and Sandy Bay were built for 
individuals and families who were displaced as a result of 
the 2021 volcanic eruptions.

He explained that moving from vulnerable housing, to 
receiving a house is indeed “a life changing moment,” for 
anyone.

“To move into a permanent building like that is a great 
thing,” Pritchard said in relation to the houses at Orange 
Hill.

Almost immediately after the eruptions, the Volcano 
Emergency Relief Fund was formed in Mustique.

Pritchard disclosed that this fund was able to raise 
EC$10 million to help in the post eruption relief efforts.

Money from this fund was also used to fund the con-
struction of 21 houses at Orange Hill and 20 houses in 
Sandy Bay.

Mustique Charitable 
Trust Chairman  
commends 
SEARCHLIGHT

ROGER PRITCHARD

TEACHERS AND PUPILS of the Headstart Pre-School at one of their Independence activities.
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